MM e e

Appendix A 1 0 5
1

REPCRT OF THE PRESIDENT

of
THE AMERICAN UNIVERSITY AT CAIRO
to the

BOARD F TRUSTEES

for the year
1950 -~ - - - 1951

I - Egyptian landsoape

"Deceptive calm" has been the atmosphere of the Egyptian landsoape during
the past year. "Calm" because the months slipped by without their usual quota
of student strikes and street demonstrations; a popular, majority government
was in power, and some promising social advance has been made. Yot "deceptive',
for beneath the surface the fever of nationalism has been rising, a warming of
the outbreaks of recent wesks.

The failure of the Securitv Counoil in 1947 to sot deoisively on the
Egyptian complaint against British oocoupation, the divided counsels of Amsriocan
foreign policy, the indifference of the West to the plight of the Arab refugees
and the failure of every negotiation for svacuation with the British Foreign 0Of-
fice have been driving Egypt toward the dangerous and drastic atep of tearing up
the 1936 Anglo-Egyptian Treaty. Warnings of Egypt's growing hostility ocame in
her refusal to take sides in the Korean struggle and studied indifference toward

the oconolusion of Establislment Treaty negotiations with the former Capitulatory
Powers.

Yet in the midst of politioal tension, the sountry pushed forward in two
Programs of spolal advanoe. The first was the fuller implementation of the Gov-
érmment's long ennounced polioy of universal, free education. Under Taha Hussein
Pasha, Minister of Education, drastio steps have been taken to foroce the expan-
Sion of the sochool system. The largest educational expenditure 1n Egyptian
history was made, new schools were hastily opened and old ones were orowded to
the court~yard. By administrative order the Government sought to provide for
every ohild epplying & place in a state school. The immediate result has been
confusion, ineffioieney and the lowering of standards, but these are probably
the inescapable prelude to a better day in free education.

A second notable sosial development oame with the inauguration on February
first of the first Socoial Sesurity plan to be used in the Arab world. Although
the benefits are small - almost infinitesimal by Amerioan standards - the prin-
oiple of publio responsibility for the aged and workless is olearly reoognized,
& peouliarly.signifioant sdvance -for a goveroment of lend-owners. R

It is always a matter of wonder and gratification that the University oon-
tinues to hold the good-will of the Egyptian public in suoh politiecally troubled
times. Both the Egyptian Government and the Arab Leagus contributed to the Uni-
Versity's goholarship funds; thres Cabinet Ministers served on the Division of
Extension's Advisory Board; the ¥inistry of Sociel Affairs broadoast and printed
& number of the Extension lectures; the Minister of Iraqg was the Commencement




194

Pres. Report -‘3‘

speaker. On every side there was evidence of oocperation, good-will and appre-
olation that seemsd little affected by the politiocal struggle with Great
Britain and its inevitable reflection on America's own polioy toward the Arab
world.

This record is a needed reminder that present movements in Egypt are not
inevitably anti-foreign or anti-Western. At the same time the Government was
preparing to foree the British out of the Capal Zone, it was sending student
missions to both Great Britain end Amerioca, cooperating with enthusiasm in the
Fulbright Exchange Program, and welooming the assistance of sooial and economio
experts from the United States. This is a reflection both of the genuine
Western orientation of the Arab oultural apd social awakening, and of the de-
§ire of Egyptian leaders to maintain useful contaots with the Western world even
in the midst of politiecal struggles.,

II - Programs and Polioies

The basic program of the University has continued without spaotaoular alter-
ation. The most drastio change came with the olosing of Linooln School in ac-
oordance with the deocision of the University Counoil and the Board of Trustess.
The Ameriomn section has not accepted any entering olass for the past two years,
and thus oonsisted of only three olasses, whioh will come to an end with the
Graduation of 1952, The Government Section was completely disocontinued at the
olose of the year, its students being able to transfer to state sohools without
alteration of program. Both parents and the Ministry of Educatien expressed pro-
found regret at the discontinuenoce of the University's secondary work. For
thirty-one years the program that was finally knmown as "Linooln School" has
mede & major contribution to Egyptian secondary education. It has trained out-
standing Arab and Egyptian leaders, shaped several soores of teachers in new ed-
ucational patterns end demonstrated many fresh and valuable temching techni ques
and programs ., Undoubtedly the school olosed at the peak of its reputation.

While Faculty and Counoil regret the loss of this tested and recogni zed program,
they oontinue to beliave that the wisest course for the futurs ie ooncentration
of resources and effort at the true University level.

The approaching enmd of secondary responsibilities allowed the Faculty of
Arts and Sciences to ocncentrate more fully on its true oollegiate responsi bil-
ities. The Bachelor of Soience degree was reinstituted after a lapse of fifteen
years. Entrance and seoholastio requirements were tightened, the program of
major studies was more .fully implemented. The entire oollege ourrioculum was re-
viewed and revised by the Paoulty and Council with a view to reduoing class
hours and oorreocting certain over-emphases.

. The repid expansion of educational and social-servioe programs by the Gov- -
Jrorentwas reflected in increased enrollment in the Faoulty of Bdwoation and the
Division of Extension olasses. Hers the astudent body was so large as to tax
both the physicel end teaohing oapacity of the departments to the limit. With
only one permanent faoulty member in edquoation and the absence of the Director

of the Division of Extension ig Amerioa, the task of giving proper instruotion
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VII - Prospeots of the Future

The Muslim and Arab world is embering upon & new poriod of politicel re-
lation with the Great Powers of the West. Nationalistic resentment, sooial up-
neaval and oultural ferment are its ohief olwracteristios. No longer are the Arab
pations willing to be viewed chiefly as instruments of Western politioal policy
or fields for commercial develojyment. Yet for all their seriousness, ourrant move-
ments are not essentially enti-Western. Arab oulture is not "oriental' in the
cense of Hindu or Chinese, it is the Eastorn end of Western oulture. While having
its own form ard seeking to express its own historioal patterns, Airab and Muslim
culture is esscntially oriented toward the Western world and desires to bocome &
part of its life - providing it can do so on terms of respect and equality. The
confusion of tac present mcment is nmot o sign of decay, but of life. L great
and historic caiture is again on the march.

In this situation, an Americen University located at Cairo has en unparal-
laled responsibility and opportunity. Thus rar political tensions between Egypt
and the Wost hive not oiroumsoribed its work or soured its welcome. Whilo the
future is sure to hold its difficult times, there is no reason why the University
should not continue to give effective and welcame service. The more diffioult
political relabions between the West and Egypt become, the more necessary &ro
the non-pclitieal ties by which people can meet, under tanddagi BArve aao%
other. There bag boen such an abundance of good*wilL/isggﬂg § p§%g6§g%r¥
much of it eminating from tln highwst offioial Bgyptian scurces, that we can
face thy future with reasonable assgurance.

In continuing to serve through this coming peried of nationalistie ferment,
the University must give sorious consideration to the following general policies:

n. Comvlete separation from all political programs, both Egyptian
and Ameriocan. Such mattors as participstion in Point IV and
Economic Assistance programs must bo seritinized with the greatest
caro, and only undertaken if they are accvepted and weloaned by

Epyrt.

b. Cumtinuous attention to publio relations with the Arab and Egyptian
govornments and public. This already olaims & large ehare of the
President's time. It is equally important that University frionds,
staff and Trustees in Amerioca keep in oontact with Arab students
and Bgyptian government and business oirclas,

0. A unique edwati.onal program, ministering to the unoccoupied or
under-deve loped areas of Arab education. The University has been
told repeatedly that it is weloome in Egypt so long as it supple-
ments what the State Universities arc doing. This mpans that
the institution osn never stand still; ingenuity, leadership
and continuous oreative devalopm nt are its only guarantees of
permanenoy.,

d. A foundation of religious and moral ocroern rooted in the
personal Christian devotion ¢f the Staff. The doepest confusion
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1 - CHRONICLL OF THE YEAR

¥o yeer since the establishment of the Feyptian Monarchy (1922) has
seen such change snd upheaval as these past months. After five years of
fraltless negotlation, Fegypt finally repudiated the Anglo-Feyptian Treaty
of 1936 on October 8, 1951, and began an actlve struggle agalnst the British
troops in the Suez Cenal Zone. The governnent's official policy was one of
non~cooperation — the withdrawal of Egyptian labor, closure of the ports to
Britigh military supplies, and cutting a1l communicabions with Tgypt proper.
Unofficizlly,. 1t asslsted in the formation of "freedom battelions," recruli-
ed from university students and Hoslenm Brotherhood organizations, who
carrlied on active guerllla war.

Internsl condltions became increasingly chaotic until the final
explosion on Jamary 26, 1952. On that dey carefully organized mobs attacked
the business district of Cairo, destroying over seven hundred stores and
offices and censing a mmber of deabths. Such landmarks as Shepheard!s Hotel,
Cicurel!s Department Store, Groppil's and all the principal clnemas were
turned and looted. Only prompt action by the municipal sathorities prevent—
ed a similar outbresk in Alexandria.

Martial law was inmediately imposed and the Wafd government dis-
missed. Pgypt was esobered and ghocked by 1ts own violence and set to work
to repalr the damage and restore confidence. & succession of Cabinets,
appointed by the King and ruling without Parliament, attempted %o gtabllize
the country and find some fresh spproach to the impasse with Great Britaln,
tut with 1ittle success. In the next six ponths, four governments came to
power, one lasting only two days. Internal reforn was hampered by political
opposition and Palace influence; Great Britain showed no readiness %o con—
slder any new solution to the Suez~Sudan problem. Finally, the situation
became so chaotic and helpless that an army junta, led by General Mobammed
Negulb, seized power in a coup dletat on July 23, 1952, forced the abdica—
tion of the King and the dissclution of the Palace clique, and instituted
o radical program of social reform and political reorganization.

These monthe of tumalt faced the Universlty with many unusually
difficult problems. Genperal anti-foreign feeling was olways o disturbing
possibility, although the Egyptlan discriminated quite clearly between the
British and the American. Foreign (and some Ezyptian) buslnesses were
attacked indiscrimlnately on Jamary 26, tut whether by accident or design
ro religious or educational plant was touched and the Unlversity property
wos unecnthed. After Jamary 26, the atnosphere of Egypt changed drastic-
ally and the closing months of the school year were fres from 11l-will. Ths
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gtrermous efforts of the Anmerican Ambassador to soften the British attitude
were greatly appreciated by the Egyptian public, and Anerican reputation
stood higher than at eny time since the announcenent of Mr. Tyunan' s Pal--
estine policy. :

Another problen arose fron general student participation in the
guerilla fighting. Most Fgyptian institutions recrulted "freedom battalions”
and 4t 1is not strange that sone students in the Universlity felt they ocught
to share in the novement. Wise counsel by the Universlty adninistration,
especially by Acting Dean Faananl, and truly renarkable self-discipline on
the part of the student body prevented any drastic action. While sone
gtudents may have engaged in personal activity outside the University
grounds and hours, there was no internal organization that contravened the
institutiont & rule of political meutrality, or involved 1t in dgifficulties
wlth the Egyptian, British or Anericon govermments.

Tven the sirmple fact of holding classes and conpleting the acedenlc
progran was difficult. With public transportation frequently suspended,
street denmonstrations o dally occurrence, Bgyptian institutions cloged or
operating fitfully, nationalisbic hysteria in the alr, and curfew lnposed
by nartial law, it was a question whether the A.U.C. reputation for un—
broken operation could be maintained. Yet only elght and one-half days of
school were 1ost and these were nade up by extending the second senester.
This record is probesbly unequzled by any other educatlonal institution in
Cairo. Even the lecture and evening activities suffered ruch less than
expected. Due to the curfew imposed by nartial law, 1t was necessary to
ghorten the periods of instruction and move the lectures to an earlier hour,
but students and madience gladly accepted all restrictions and nodintained
their interest throughout the year.

In maintaining a successful and uninterrupted program throughout
these months of disorder, the University hns passed the severest test in
its history. Part of its success was due to chance, purt to the good
judgment of the staff and the discipline of students, but the most basic
factor 1s the esteem the institution has won for itself. This emphasizes
.again what B0 many Fgyptians have enld — that so long as the Unlversity
serves Bgypt with imagination, effectiveness and unlqueness, it will be
welconme.

11 — GENERAL REVIEW

Academis Program

While no radicnl changes in the academic pfogram took plase, several
espects of the year's work deserve comment.

The first 1s the opportunity and problem posed by the asducational
atmosphere in Feyptian institutions from which so many of our etudents come.
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